
My home county and state is Wood County in Ohio. In Wood County the population is 132,248 
amongst 617.2 square miles of land. The median household income reported was $65,458 with 
an employment rate of 63.9%. Even though the poverty percentage is 13.7, only 3.9% of the 
total population is without health care coverage. In comparison to the entire state of Ohio, 
Wood County is close in comparison. The percentage of poverty in Ohio is 13.4 which is 0.3% 
less than Wood County. The median household income in Ohio ($65,720) is only a couple 
hundred dollars more than Wood County as well, however the employment rate (60.6%) is 
lower. The entire state of Ohio has a population of 11,799,448 and of that only 5.9% are 
without health care coverage.

After viewing the interactive map, I found census tract (0224.00) with the lowest life expectancy
to be 73.9 years and the census tract (0204.02) with the highest to be 83.4 years. Both of those 
census tracts are in Wood County. The state average for life expectancy is 77.6 years and the 
national average is 80.4 years. The area of Wood County with the lowest life expectancy is 
found in the southern part where the nearest hospital is over 15 miles away and the highest life 
expectancy area has a hospital only 2 miles away. For my future practice, I believe this signifies 
how far some people must travel for healthcare. This raises the importance of primary care for 
those patients because in case of an emergency there is a larger period of time without any 
intervention. Those who live in urban areas have a great life expectancy by 2 – 2.5 years 
compared to those who have limited access to healthcare (Hao et al., 2020).
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